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'Yonder false villain protests,5 said the one? 'that the shield which hangs there is of gold.'
* And that lying varlet persists that it is of silver/ said the other.
The hermit smiled, and said, ' Hold your hands, good sirs, for a single moment, and use your remaining strength to exchange places and look at the opposite side of the shield/
They obeyed his words, and found to their confusion that they had been fighting in a quarrel in which each was right and each wrong.
c Father/ they said, ' we are fools. Grant us thy pardon for our folly and absolution for our sin/
i Absolution/ said the hermit, ' is soon granted for faults which arise from the innate tendency of poor human nature. Wiser and older men than you are prone to see only their own side of a question. Come, then, with me to my humble hermitage; there will I dress your wounds and offer you my frugal fare ; happy if from this lesson you may learn for the rest of your lives, before indulging in vehement assertions and proceeding to violent extremities, to "look at the other side of the shield.57'
The application of this fable to the polarity of politics will be obvious to every intelligent reader. As the earth is kept in its orbit by the due balance of centripetal and centrifugal forces, so Is every civilised society held together by the opposite influences of conservative and progressive tendencies. The conservative tendency may be likened to the centripetal force which binds the mass together, while the progressive one resembles that centrifugal force which prevents it from being concentrated in a rigid and inert central body without life or